[Light-cured glass ionomer cements].
An attempt at improving the properties of glass-ionomer cements is represented by the incorporation of light-cure resin systems. This produces materials which have mechanical properties and moisture sensitivity superior to those of present glass-ionomer cements. Such hybrid materials cure by two different mechanisms: polymerization and salt formation. In particular, the early mechanical properties and water sensitivity of the materials are improved due to the formation of a polymer matrix. The tendency to undergo surface crazing during desiccation is also reduced. Three commercially available products are shortly described.